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SOME  FACTS 


About 


The'  Forebears  and  Descendants  of 
Dr.  Charles  and  Emueline  Fishburne  Witsell 


As  I  have  long  had  a  deep  interest  in  and  have 
done  a  considerable  amount  of  research  and  work 
relative  to  the  ancestry  and  offspring  of  my 
Father  and  Mother,  Dr.  Charles  and  Emmeline  Fish¬ 
burne  Witsell,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  record 
may  be  of  great  interest  and  pleasure  to  those 
members  of  the  Family  now  living  and  yet  to  live 
in  this  world. 

So  here  it  is  up  to  193>b*  I  pass  it  on  with  real 
haopiness j 


W.  Postell  Witsell 
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CHAPTER  I 

Genealogy  on  Maternal  Side 


I  was  born  in  Walterboro,  South  Carolina,  Deoember  6,  1874,  being  the  fifth 
child  of  Charles  Witsell,  M.D*,  and  Eliza  Emmeline  Fishburne  Witaell,  his  wife# 

On  my  mother’s  side,  aooording  to  our  records,  the  line  of  life  runs  back 
continuously  to  England  in  1511,  at  least.  The  authority  upon  which  I  depend  for 
that  statement  is  that  of  the  late  Rev,  Dr#  Robert  Wilson,  former  Reotor  of  St. 
Luke's  Episcopal  Churoh,  Charleston,  S.C#  Dr.  Wilson  was  a  learned  and  scholarly 
man,  who  because  of  serious  throat  trouble  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  active 
ministry,  after  which  he  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  historical  researoh# 
Because  of  his  acknowledged  ability  and  well-established  reputation  for  acouraoy, 
thoroughness  and  reliability  in  suoh  matters,  Major  John  Postell  of  Georgia  em- 
played  him  to  examine  documentary  reoords  concerning  the  Postell  family  and  its 
connections  and  make  report  on  same#  Dr.  Wilson  entered  upon  his  labors  with  his 
customary  oonsoi entiousness  and  reported  as  follows* 


POSTELL  FAMILY 

Line  of  James  Postell  and  Ann  Waring 

The  Postell  Family  of  South  Carolina  originated  in  Upper  Normandy,  Franoe, 
and  may  be  traced  in  England  as  far  back  as  1511.  Sir  James  Postel,  Priest,  ("Sir" 
being  equivalent  to  "Rev#")  was  naturalized  in  Arundel,  Sussex,  in  1544,  having 
been  in  this  oo untry  33  years.  "Baptista  Postel,  from  the  Dominions  of  the  King 
of  France"  was  naturalized  in  London,  23rd  March,  1562# 

In  the  Registers  of  the  English  Huguenot  Congregations  the  name  appears 
under  various  spellings  from  1605.  Two  distinct  families  are  traceable,  one  line 
from  Haute  Normandie,  the  other  from  Basse  Normandie,  the  latter,  apparently, 
all  artisans  and  the  baptismal  names  differing  entirely  from  those  of  the  other 
line.  In  all  oases  the  names  oommon  to  the  Carolina  family  are  those  of  the 
Postells,  Postels,  PotePs,  of  Haute  wormandie#  In  Riotstap's  Armorial  General,. no 
arms  are  attributed  to  the  name  in  Lower  Normandy#  The  Blazon  of  the  Postells  of 
Haute  Normandie  is  D'or  a  trois  trefles  de  sinopoe  a  un  poteau  (ou  potel)  de  gu 
mio  en  baude#  i#e#  Silver,  three  green  trefoils,  a  gate-post,  red,  placed  in  bend# 

No  orest  or  motto  is  given,  as  is  frequently  the  oase  in  Continental  Her¬ 
aldry,  the  helmet  alone  being  used,  generally  without  the  lambrequin# 


In  Carolina 

In  the  Lists  des  Francois  et  Suisses,  naturalized  in  Chai los  Town  in  1697 
we  find  Jean  Potell  and  Madeleine  Pepin  his  wife,  of  "Dieppe",  (Upper  Normandie 
and  their  four  children,  born  in  Carolina,  Jean,  Jacques >  Pierre  and  Jean,  — 
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and  also  the  mother  of  Jean  Potell,  Marie  Brugnete,  widowaff  Nicholas  Potell  of 
Dieppe*.  The  indisor iminate  use  of  the  two  forms  of  the  name  shows  that  the  "s" 
was  silent  in  pronunciation,  the  spelling  being  phonetio.  Daloho's  statement, 
after  Ramsay,  that  Jean  Postell  arrived  in  1693  is  certainly  inoorreot.  The 
mother  and  son  most  probably  arrived  in  1679  or  1680#  Marie  Postel,  wife  of 
Jean  Boisseau,  was  no  doubt  sister  to  Jean,  and  Madeleine  Pepin  was  evidently 
sister  to  Paul  Pepin  of  Grenoble.  She  seems  to  have  married  after  her  arrival, 
the  long  voyage  from  England  being  responsible  for  more  than  one  union  among  the 
fellow-exiles  who  were  also  fellow  passengers. 

They  settled  first  at  Santee  in  the  Jamestown  Colony,  but  a  ltitle  later 
We  find  the  Postells  all  planters  in  Berkeley  and  Colleton. 

The  following  reoord  has  been  gathered  from  authentic  documents  in  the 
Probate  and  Mesne  Conveyance,  Officers  in  Charleston  and  from  Parish  Registers  of 
St*  Phillip »s  (Charleston),  and  St,  Helena  (Beaufort),  and  the  files  of  the 
South  Carolina  Gazette. 


Jean  Potell,  or  Postel,  born  at  Dieppe,  Upper  Normandy,  son  of  Nicholas 
Potell  and  Marye  Brugnet,  married  Madeleine  Pepin  of  Grenoble,  daughter  of 
Alexandre  Pepin  and  Madeleine  Garrillon.  He  died  in  1739  (St.  Phillip’s.  Reg,) 

Issue 


1,  Jean  Postell,  born  in  Carolina,  Name  of  wife  unknown.  Died  1745.  (His  Will) 

2,  Pierre  Postell,  No  record.  Died  unmarried  prior  to  1732,  (Will  of  Jean 
Postell,  Jr.) 

3,  Jaoqaes  Postell  (Wife  unknown)  Mentioned  1726,  Wife  Judith.  Died  between 
1732-1744. 

4,  Jean  Postell,  Jr,  married  1721-2  Marguerita  Deveaux,  Will  proved  1736-6 
John  Postell  of  Berkeley,  EHest  son  of  Emigrant,  born  about  1690,  Wife 
probably  Catherine  Sanders.  Died  1745  (Will  proved  Jan.  22,  1745-6  was  J.P, 
1734,  1737. 


Issue 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

5. 


John,  born  about  1717  m.  Sept.  1744,  Mary,  daughter  of  Gen.  James  Moore, 
d,  after  1782. 

James,  b.  1719,  m.  April,  1744,  Ann,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Waring,  Jr,  d  July, 


Elijah,  d  * 


1st  ,  2nd,  Susannah  Waring,  Widow  (Will  dated  Aug.  20,1744) 
Died  unmarried.  Will  dated  Nov,  15,  1749 


Benjamih,  b, _ 

proved  Deo,  lfe,  1749, 

Catherine,  B _ m.  James  Roueham  -  left  one  daughter  Sarah  Rousham, 


John  Postell  and  Mary  Moore  were  the  parents  of  Col.  James  Postell.  John 
Postell  and  Capt  ,  Jno,  Postell  of  Marion’s  Brigade.  These  distinguished  offioere 
married  as  follows i 


Col.  James  Postell  married  Susannah  Perry,  One  son  James  who  left  de- 
oendants  0 

Maj,  Jr io,  Postell  m,  1st--— Daughter  ,  Richard  Singleton. 

Soonnd  -  Harriet  Gore. 
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.  Capt •  Jno,  Postell  m.  Hannah  Coaohman,  d  1798  leaving  many  deoendants, 

• ).  John  Postell,  father  of  these,  was  Capt*  in  Cherokee  War,  1766 

Elijah  Postell  died  in  1774,  leaving  son  William,  daughters 

Elizabeth  and  Margaret  who  married  Dr,  Archibald  MoNeill# 


Line  of  James  Postell  Esq, 


James  Postell,  second  son  of  Jno,  Postell  of  Berkeley,  married  four  times, 

i  •  e  * 

1*  April,  1744,  Ann  Waring,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Waring,  Jr*  (or  Thomas  W,) 

2,  June  25,  1763,  Mrs*  Jho  Hayes,  widow*  (S,C*Gaz,) 

3*  Deo,  30,  1764,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Paul  Douxsaint,  (S.C.Gaz,) 

4,  Elizabeth  Bohun  who  survived  him  (his  Will)* 

Issue  only  by  first  and  last  marriages,  via,t 

1st  Marriage 

1*  James  Postell,  Ensign  Capt*  Skirvings  Coi,  1776  Wife  Sarah-  died  S*P,1785 
2*  John  Postell  "of  St,  Bartholomew’s",  Wife  iliary  (Smith?)  d  1788 

3,  Benjamin  Postell,  Born  1756*  m.  Jan,  16,  1785,  Marie  Skirving* 

2nd  Marriage 

5*  Jn®  Cirardeau  Postell*  Under  20  May  25,  1770  (Will ) 

6,  Peter  Bohun  Postell  "  "  "  "  " 


James  Postell  Esq,  was  a  prominent  oitizen,  and  was  J,  P,  1766  until 
his  death  in  1773.  Was  a  large  land  owner* 


Line  of  Lieut,  Benj*  Postell  and  %rie  Skirving 

Benjamin  Postell,  son  of  James  Postell  Esq,  and  Ann  Waring  was  born  in 
1756  and  died  Deo,  22,  1800* 

In  1776  ho  was  commissioned  by  the  Council  of  Safety  Lieutenant  1st,  Regt* 
(Col,  Christopher  Oadsen  )  S,C,  Continental  Lieutenant*  Married  Jan,  16,  1786, 
Maria  Skirving,  daughter  of  Capt*  James  Skirving  and  Sarah  Vinoent  his  wife* 

Issue 

Mary  Sophia  Postell,  b,  Deo*  31,  1794,  m,  Maroh  19,  1811,  Thos*  P,  Lookwood 
died  May  28,  1856,  Eliza  Postell  b  d  married  1st,  Fishburne, 

no  issue  (?)  to,  2nd  Lawrenoe  Fishburne* 

Benjamin  Postell^fishburne,  their  son,  married  Mary  Martha  Fishburne,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Fisnburne,  who  was  his  aunt  of  the  half-blood*  She  must 
therefore  have  been  his  father’s  half-sister  and  Lawrence  Fishburne  was  therefore 
the  son  of  Richard  Fishburne  by  a  first  or  second  marriage# 

Eliza  Emmeline  Fishburne,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Postell  Fidi burns  and 
Mary  Martha  Fishburne  his  wife  married  1st.  James  Creighton,  and  2nd  Dr*  Charles 
.nitsell,  (After  Mr,  Creighton’s  death,  of  course*) 

I  have  so  far  been  unable  to  find  the  offioial  reoord  of  these  Fishburne 
marriages,  nor  do  I  know  oertainly  who  were  the  parents  of  Richard  Fishburne  or 
who  were  his  wives.  There  is  very  strong  evidenoe,  however,  that  he  was  the  son  of 
Major  William  Fishburne  and  Sarah  Sanders,  the  grand- daughter  of  James  Sanders  and 
Sarah  Slann*  (Will  of  Sarah  (Slann)  Sanders,  dated  Sept,  9,  1794),  Other 
grandchildren  mentioned  are  Catherine,  widow  of  late  Thomas  Postell  and  Benjamin, 


«-j*  •  ‘.iam  ■  d  8‘  C  t*  m  >■•••  ?0  ;S;c*r.'*K  -a  :c-' -o'-  *  "o  I 

dd’.x  t^V/  .*  a  itriO  a.  j  V  Ivj  ,ae',(h  fldc  ♦ 


•p&5:  £,*;:  ■•/.■-*» <5  *>»*!*'-  ;6  ertiwl 

43e.*Xtf  wo*  fcfi  t 11  !<W0  ^  J  1  *<Kil  -o  fl08  Gaoi>*«  *•  -* Jfl  >A| 


.•a 

(**  badtoiIT  to)  v’st.  W  •  ■  >aij  ‘jaeH  *1  *e4fi  CflA  ,  »*’I  ,  * 

(  r:,0.  >  4.  a  ••:/*<[  lo  !•••  a--  •  ,  ..:  mi'  M;  3  ,■-  VX  .0$  .**3  . -J 

eU  :;  *,  Jb4  ;,;n.  a  o/i'v  listed *di.Xt 

erJsiT  *k  4eX 

38TI.<t*r  boib  b't  V?X  4  <oO  *3;  \  >0  a^laaS  *  £!■•  4*oq  e«i  »£ 

i  r  b  (tdri  .  tur  •*  •**  1  ,>o  in'  v  o'i  •-:•*/;  ,$ 

»d8YI  tft£  *a>jL  m  *33'I  fl*soS  *££«*;  :or.’  fli.w  i«Q  ** 

t'Xi' '}  OV’i  ,  Jii  v*  OS  ■  •  >n  >«l  iwbw  "  •••  >  1 

I  i  odeio*!  xu/de 6  T.^e!  *3 


liter  ’ITX  .*  *b  t**  bii.i  t'xoaltXo  tu*  tit ,r> * .  •>  &jbv  .pa3f  IXadeol  e« 

*  iftaw  boaX  *a  i£  a  e&tf  «£YY£  ni  ciri 


#  J  :•*.  ‘s  •  V  w  -  JUI  X .'9  •.* i  1o  :  low  :-a  -d  xi  >i*  v  fh-.w  .  &Y\’X  ■•.*' 


I  ►wrfoo-I  «  i  tWlrtt  XXH  t  /j.-  :xk  .  %  ©tnl  fcli.  •  -  Vi  dcjoS  • 


*£’r£fcciai1  coaew^U  :  ;S  •*  (?)  bti-ei  oix 


e  '  .  .  ■  •  x '»•'•'  '  1  <r  ■  *WT»  do..  Ht  '  >*I 

*Xx»oId*  X 'd  ©d  .*  r  w*  oi  1  »v.f  qxJw  t J  b*usi(i  xS  io  -wtAfr.jib 
bj.v  #a*uidH  iH  occi&iwaX  bxj*»  ';c- Bis  IX  .  •  i,*wd4isQ  airf  «»e<f  B-soXe^add 

;  •  .  *i  XXed-BoX  «1  r,  i  lo  **c4ri  /  *‘-j  4*  Wife  u  t-TtXfc  -tuS  '•  IS 

•4e.X  iTir-xu  .'*■'«  al  -  *;v  dXJi  -itiiM  -Ji 


.tf’ituoo  ‘t  tr!  -J  Itnc4dgld'i0  *iM  i©XitA)  #XIe»3-.i. 

t.  x-v  1  >*  ?  I  *  •  o  ,r  '  h*  -  v>n>i  I  X0-t  tt<  ‘il'njsn 

i  A(v4  fd.t  •;..*  .^’4  *j»vrv,  i  tvo  ^*ov  s  X^:ov  *X  i»*.  dT  *«uviw  a  it  c  »v  orfw 

t  i*  iwlvu.'  6«  l*  '.o  'bA>eij}  <  :*t  %e  ®i>  ..  .  [.?>ia3  fca^  ©amida.X  r-S  IXIW  -w|  aJX 

tiU  it-**  XXtd-'noH  8«  e  c.i.  lo  v3blv/  i  »aoi4o»j  AeibildnbaAia 


Page  4 


Henry,  Is.fe.ry,  andElizabeth  Smipea,  In  March,  1823  Lawence  Fishburne  advertised 
,as  administrator  of  his  brother  Charles  Fiahburne,  The  Sroipes  family  were  cer¬ 
tainly  near  relatives  of  Benjamin  P,  Fishburne,  while  Charles  and  Lawrence  were 
Sanders  Family  names,  and  William  was  both  Sanders  and  Fishburne,  These  faots 
point  strongly  to  the  descent  from  Maj,  William  and  Sarah  Fishburne# 

James  Sanders  was  the  grandson  of  Gov,  andGeneral  James  Moore,  Sarah 
Slann  was  the  grand-daughter  of  Ann  Alexander#  (L&tor  Ann  Boone)  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Landgrave  Daniel  Axtell  Robert  Wilson# 

The  high  point  summary  of  my  generation’s  connection  with  the  original 
Postells  of  America  is  as  follows  s 

1,  Jean  Postell,  Postel  or  Potel,  son  of  Nicholas  Potell  or  Postell 
and  Marie  Brugnete,  his  wife,  of  Dieppe,  Upper  Normandy,  Franoe,  who 

landdd  at  Port  Royal,  S,C#  in  1679  or  1680,  his  wife  being  Madeleine 
Pepin,  also  of  Dieppe,  Upper  Normandy# 

2,  John  Postell  of  Berkeley 

3#  James  Postell 

4#  Benjamin  Postell 

5,  Eliza  Postell,  who  married  Lawrenoe  Fishburne 

6,  Benjamin  Postell  Fishburne 

7,  Eliza  Emmeline  Fishburne  who  married  Dr,  Charles  Wits ell 

A#  Their  Childreni 

Thomas ine  Lawrence,  Charles  Jr,,  Benjamin  Fishburne 
Caroline  Hagood,  William  Postell,  William  Allister  (died 
in  infanoy)  William  Allister,  James  Hagood  and  John  Mitchell, 


It  wL 11  be  remembered  that  Dr,  Wilson  states*  nThe  Postell  family  of  South 
Carolina  originated  in  Upper  Normandy  and  may  be  traced  in  England  as  far  back 
as  1511," 

As  I  have  no  doounentaj^  reopada  of  succession  of  generation  after  gen¬ 
eration,  I  can  do  no  more  than  ahbp'fet Sr",  Wilson’s  statement  &s  correot,  presuming 
that  he  has  been  as  careful  in  regarA  to  detailed  information  as  the  foundation 
of  that  statement,  ashe  has  shown  himself  to  be  in  other  matters* 

l 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  men  that  married  into  the  Postell  family  was 
the  great  lawyer  and  statesman  Honorable  James  Louis  Petigru  who  married  Jane 
Amelia  Postell,  On  a  stone  in  the  ohurohyard  of  St,  Michael’s,  Charleston,  S.C,, 
is  the  following  inscription! 

"James  Louis  Petigru,  bora  at  Abbeyille,  S.C,  May  10th, 

1789,  died  at  Charleston,  Maroh  9th,  1863  -  Jurist, 

Oirator,  Statesman,  Patriot", 

"Future  times  will  hardly  know  how  great  a  life  this  simple  stone  oammenorates . 

The  tradition  of  his  eloquence,  his  wisdom  amkwit  may  fade;  but  he  lived  for 
ends  more  durable  than  fame.  His  eloquence  v;^e^the  protection  of  the  poor  and 
wronged.  His  learning  illuminated  the  prinoipl4\  of  law.  In  the  admiration  of 
his  peers,  the  roopeot  of  his  people,  in  the  afieotion  of  his  family  his  was  the 
highest  plaoe  -  the  just  meed  of  his  kindness  and  forbearance,  his  dignity  and 
simplicity,  his  brilliant  genius,  his  unwearied  industry,  unawed  by  opinion,  un- 
seduoed  by  flattery,  undismayed  by  disaster,  he  confronted  life  with  antique 
courage  and  death  with  ohristian  hope. 
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"In  the  great  Civil  War,  he  withstood  his  people  for  his  oountryj  bat  his 
people  did  homage  to  the  man,  who  hold  his  oonsoienoe  higher  than  their  praise) 
and  his  oountry  heaped  honors  on  the  grave  of  the  patriot,  to  whom  living  his  cvm 
righteous  self-respeot  anffe^ed^l  alike  for  motive  and  reward#'* 

nWothing^*iir~KeTe*Tor ''tears ,  nothing  to  wail 
Or  knock  the  breast,  no  weakness,  no  oontempt. 

Dispraise  or  blame,  nothing  but  well  and  fair 
And  what  may  quiet  us  in  a  life  so  noble#'" 

-  -  Epitaphs  from  St#  Michaels,  Charleston,  S#C# 

Let  me  reoall  here  two  interesting  statements  of  Mr*  Petigru  -  one  pro¬ 
phetic,  the  other  amusing# 

On  December  30,  1860,  a  State  Convention  of  South  Carolina  passed  the 
Ordinance  of  Secession,  whereby  South  Carolina  withdrew  from  the  United  States 
Union,  the  first  state  to  take  such  aotion0  Our  old  and  honored  friend,  the  late 
Col#  Joseph  Daniel  Pope  told  me  that  on  that  occasion  he,  then  a  young  man,  met 
Mr#  Petigru  on  Bread  Street,  Charleston,  vhen  all  the  fire  bells  were  ringing  end 
there  was  great  excitement  abroad#  Mr#  Petigru  could  see  no  smoke,  and  asked, 

"Pope,  where  is  the  fire?”  Upon  receiving  the  reply,  "Why,  Mr.  Petigru  there  is 
no  fire#  The  bells  are  ringing  in  oelebration  of  the  passage  of  the  Ordinance 
of  the  Secession  of  South  Carolina#”  Whereupon,  Mr#  Petigru  declared*  “Young  man, 
you  say  there  is  no  fire,  but  I  tell  you,  sir,  that  there  is  a  fir 5  that  will 
not  be  quenohed  until  there  are  devastation  and  vast  destruction  hereabouts#” 

The  other  statement  that  I  reoall  here  was  made  on  a  Sunday  morning  during 
a  service  in  St#  Miohael*s  Church#  Right  opposite  the  ohurch  there  was  Charleston’ S3 
Chief  Fire  Department  House#  A  fire  had  broken  out  somewhere  in  the  city  duriig 
the  worship  hour,  and  all  the  gongs  and  bells  were  loudly  sounding#  Mr#  Petigru 
arose  from  his  pew  in  the  ohuroh  and  rushed  over  to  the  Fire  House  and  exoitedly 
oried  out*  “Stop  all  this  noise"#  One  of  the  firemen  replied*  "but  Mr,  Petigi  u, 
there  is  a  big  fire  and  we  must  get  to  it  as  quickly  and  with  all  the  power  we 
have#”  ’’Well,  qfcipped-  Mr #  petigru,  "dam  it  to  Hell,  younheve  disturbed  my  spirit 
of  worship”  #  Evidentlyl  very  evidently!  He  then  returned  to  the  ohuroh  and 
resumed  his  plaoe  in  his  pew# 
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CHAPTER  II 

Genealogy  on  Paternal  Side 

My  information  oonoerning  the  Witsell  aide  of  my  ancestry  is  based  on  a 
family  tree  developed  by  my  uncle  John  Witsell,  an  elder  brother  of  my  Father, 
on  historical  quotation  made  by  his  granddaughter,  Ehma  Gaillard  Wits  ell,  dau¬ 
ghter  of  Waring  and  Ann  Mazyok  Wits  ell,  on  verbal  traditions  handed  down  in  the 
family,  on  the  writings  of  the  late  Major  General  Johnson  H&good  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  the  dear  and  vivid  reoolleot ions  of  a  friend  of  my  grandparents, 
the  late  and  distinguished  Col.  Joseph  Daniel  Pope  of  Columbia,  S.  C« 

The  base  of  Unole  John’s  tree  is  John  Witsell,  who  had  two  sons,  John  and 
Lawrence,  living  in  1772.  A  generally  reoeived  tradition  in  the  family  is  that 
tvo  brothers  came  to  America  together,  one  settling  in  Virginia  andthe  other  in 
South  Carolina,  It  is  probable  that  the  latter  was  the  founder  of  the  Carolina 
line  -  the  John  Witsell  placed  by  Unole  John  as  the  base  of  his  tree.  This 
John  had  a  son  named  John,  who  begot  a  son,  Frederick  C,  Witsell* 

On  April  23,  1816,  he  married  Caroline  Gordon  Hagood,  daughter  of  Johnson 
Hagood  and  Ann  O’Hear  Hagood,  his  wife.  These  two  had  ten  (10)  ohildren,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  Charles  Witsell,  M.D.,  my  Father, 

Conoerning  Frederiok  C,  Witsell,  my  Father !s  father.  Miss  Emma  Gaillard 
Witsell,  Uncle  John’s  granddaughter,  sent  me  the  following  quotation  from  the 
local  history  of  Sea  Island  by  G.  G,  Johnson,  first  census  of  U,S.,  1790*  "Only 
four  men  in  Beaufort  distriot,  none  of  whom  lived  on  St,  Helena  Island,  owned 
more  than  200  slaves  in  1790.  Frederiok  C.  Witsell  had  607;  Thomas  Heyward  had 
265|  Steven  Bull,  233;  and  John  Rutledge  (who  lived  in  Charleston),  217".  This 
seems  to  showthat  Grandfather  Witsell  was  a  well-established,  outstanding  man 
of  his  day,  possessing  suoh  a  large  number  of  slaves  and  owning  land  in  both 
Beaufort  and  Colleton  oounties. 

In  my  young  manhood  one  of  my  most  beloved  and  valued  friends  was  the 
honored  Dean  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  Col, 
Joseph  Daniel  Pope,  At  the  time  of  our  association  (about  1900-1907)  he  was 
beyond  80  years  of  age,  with  clear  memory  and  vigorous  mind*  He  knew  my  grand¬ 
father  quite  well.  In  a  letter  written  to  me  by  Col.  Pope’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Addie 
P.  Stoney  of  Columbia,  S.C,,  under  date  of  November  11,  1916,  she  statedi  "My 
dear  Father  often  said,  ’Apart  from  my  own  family  oirole,  I  feel  nearer  to  my 
young  friend,  W,  p,  Witsell,  them  any  other  individual,  for  I  knew  him  three 
generations  before  he  was  born’".  He  often  told  me  of  the  generous  hospitality 
dispensed  by  my  grandparents  in  their  plantation  home  in  Colleton  County,  saying 
that  at  times  he  was  one  of  some  20-26  guests  at  their  dinner  table.  All  of  this 
6eems  to  "tie  in"  with  the  quotation  from  Johnson's  history  given  above. 

On  Grandmother's  tomstone  in  Live  Oak  Cemetery  of  Walterboro,  S,  C.,  it 
is  recorded  that  she  was  "the  relict"  (widow)  of  Major  Frederiok  C,  Witsell,  He 
was  probably  a  Major  in  the  War  of  1812-1814  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

General  Johnson  Hagood  in  his  book  "Meet  Your  Grandfather",  presents  the 
following  pertinent  faotsi 
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nl#  Thomas  Gordon  was  born  of  English  parents  in  1723,  and  married  Ann 
Nelme  July  9,  1752# 

2#  Their  daughter,  Ann  Gordon,  married  James  O’Hear  February  10,  1774# 

3#  Their  daughter,  Mary  Ann  O’Hear,  married  Johnson  Hagood  (originally 
spelled  Haguewood)  Deoamber  11,  1794# 

4#  Their  daughter,  Caroline  Gordon  Hagood,  born  September  3,  1795, 
married  Frederick  C#  Witsell,  April  23,  1816* 

5#  One  of  their  sons,  Charles  Witsell,  married  Eliza  Emmeline  Fishburne 
Creighton,  January  15,  1867#  Of  that  union  the  fifth  (5th)  child 
was  William  Postell  Witselln,  the  writer  of  this  monograph# 

While  I  have  very  satisfying  impressions  pertaining  to  the  Christian 
faith  and  character  and  the  attractive  personalities  of  all  my  grandparents, 
gathered  from  descriptions  passed  down  by  my  parents,  I  kutm  only  one  of  them 
personally  -  my  Father* s  mother,  Caroline  Gordon  Hagood  Witsell#  She  passed  hur 
final  earthly  days  in  our  home,  dying  there  at  the  age  of  89  years,  5  months, 
and  27  days#  Of  her,  I  have  very  distinct  recollections  as  I  was  11  years  old 
at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  as  she  was  a  very  remarkable  person  in  every  way* 
Although  she  lived  to  such  a  good  old  age  she  was  to  the  last  as  erect  in  her 
stature  as  any  West  Point  graduate#  I  have  a  very  vivid  pioture  of  her  in  my 
mind,  seated  upright  in  a  straight-baok  chair#  Whenever  offered  a  rooking  chair 
she  always  repliedi  "No,  I  thank  you#  Rockers  are  for  the  siok  and  lazy,  and  not 
for  the  well  and  the  alert”#  The  only  times  I  ever  saw  her  in  a  rooker  was  when 
sholuaodtit  for.ctaking  exercise  rocking  baok  and  forth,  if  the  weather  was  too 
inclement  for  her  walks#  Beauty  and  sweetness  were  alwaysin  her  countenance, 
reflecting  her  strong  Christian  faith,  her  pure  and  gentle  manners  and  noble 
soul#  Up  to  the  very  time  of  her  death  her  mind  was  active  and  bright,  and  her 
spirit  oheerful,  though  she  had  passed  through  several  very  tragio  experiences 
and  was  quite  deaf  in  her  later  years# 

She  was  noted  far  her  frank,  yet  tactful  expression  of  her  opinions,  and 
her  undeviating  loyalty  to  her  friends.  As  illustrative  of  this  I  recall  the 
following  story#  Among  her  dearest  friends,  although  she  was  a  staunoh  Episco¬ 
palian,  was  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Walterboro,  her  home  tow, 
the  Reverend  Edward  Palmer,  father  of  the  famous  Rev#  Dr,  Ben  M.  Palmer#  On 
one  ocoasion  in  a  group  of  people,  an  unfavorable  criticism  was  made  of  the  gen¬ 
erally  beloved  Mr#  Palmer,  whereupon  my  Grandmother  dapped  her  hands  and  ejac¬ 
ulated*  "Praise  the  LordJ  Praise  the  LordJ"  When  someone  expressed  astonishment 
at  her  ejaculation,  saying  that  she  thought  that  she  was  a  great  admirerrand  warm 
friend  of  Mr#  Palmer,  Grandmother  replied*  "So  I  am#  Don’t  you  remember  that 
Jesus  said,  ’Woe  unto  you  when  all  men  shall  speak  well  of  you*  7”  She  was  happy 
to  have  this  assurance  of  the  welfare  of  her  friend# 

After  a  long  and  varied  life  nobly  spent  in  unolouded  faith  in  her  Divine 
Savior  and  unswerving  loyalty  to  her  Church  and  her  friends,  she  quietly  and 
sweetly  passed  in  physioal  sleep  to  her  life  above#  It  is  easy  to  imagine  her 
saying  in  that  midnight  stillness* 

"It  is  enough*  earth's  struggles  soon  shall  oease 
And  Jesus  calls  me  (us)  to  heaven’s  perfect  peace#" 

The  remembrance  of  her  blessed  life  is  a  benediction  upon  my  soul,  and 
she  "being  dead,  yet  speaketh" « 
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It  seems  pertinent  to  add  here  the  general  comment  on  the  torn  and 
people  of  Walterboro  made  by  Dr.  Thomas  Carey  Johnson,  a  distinguished  Virginia 
eduoator  and  author,  who  after  agreeing  to  write  the  life  of  Rev.  Dr,  Benjamin 
M,  Palmer,  one  of  the  most  outstanding  sons  of  Walterboro,  paid  quite  a  visit 
to  the  place  to  gather  information  relative  to  his  subject.  This  was  his  oommenti 
"While  the  dwellings  were  simple,  the  place  was  one  of  refinement  and  oulture. 

It  was  the  region  of  the  Glovers,  the  Hendersons,  the  Perrys,  the  Dents,  the 
Linings,  the  Frasers,  the  Parkers,  the  Fishburnes,  the  Oswalds,  the  Riverses, 
the  Witsells,  and  others  of  good  name  in  South  Carolina", 

It  may  be  added  that  it  produoed  a  goodly  oompnay  of  men  distinguished 
in  the  professions  of  the  Law*  Medicine,  and  the  Ministry,  as  well  as  men  of 
honorable  service  to  the  State# 
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,  CHAPTER  III 

My  Father' 3  Career  and  Some  Personal  Recollections  of  Him  and  Mother 

My  Father,  Charles  Witsell,  the  youngest  and  tenth  ohild  of  Major  Fred¬ 
erick  C,  and  Caroline  Gordon  Hagood  Witsell,  was  born  in  Charleston,  S,C,, 

October  30,  1834.  After  reoeiving  the  oustanary  eduoation  of  the  boy  and  young 
man  of  his  day,  he  entered  and  graduated  from  the  South  Carolina  Medioal  College 
of  Charleston,  and  commenced  the  praotioe  of  his  profession  in  Walterboro,  S*  C., 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  Between  the  States  (1861-1865)  he  volunteered 
his  services  to  the  Confederate  Army  and  was  assigned  to  hospitals  in  and  around 
Richmond,  Va.  So  proficient  did  he  become  that  his  ability  and  devotion  to  duty 
were  soon  recognized  by  his  appointment  as  a  full  Surgeon  of  the  Confederate  Army 
with  the  military  rank  of  Major* 

At  the  dose  of  the  War,  he  returned  to  Walterboro  and  soon  established 
himself  as  the  leading  physioian  of  the  town  and  the  oountry  round  about*  Al¬ 
though  he  had  a  large  and  exacting  praotioe,  he  kept  abreast  of  the  progress  in 
the  thought  and  methods  of  his  profession  by  reading  the  medioal  journals  and  mm 
books,  often  late  into  the  night*  One  of  the  most  delightful  memories  that  have 
dung  to  me  through  the  years  has  been  and  is  the  reoolleotion  of  sharing  those 
quiet  night  hours  with  him  by  doing  extra- our rioular  reading  especially  in  his¬ 
torical  works*  history  always  appealed  to  me  more  than  fiction,  for  I  felt  that 
in  the  former  we  were  in  touch  with  actual  happenings,  while  in  the  latter  we 
moved  in  the  realm  of  the  imagination;  and  that  history  as  the  relating  of  the 
experience  of  mankind  furnished  a  more  sound  basis  for  judgment  and  guidance  as  to 
future  oourses  of  action.  This  fellowship  in  reading  laii  a  real  ground  of  compan¬ 
ionship  between  father  and  son,  especially  in  my  high  sohool  years.  Another 
opportunity  for  close  association  with  my  father  was  my  accompanying  him  in  the 
afternoons,  Saturdays,  and  vacation  time  on  many  drives  to  see  some  of  his 
patients  in  the  country*  I  did  much  of  the  driving  on  these  trips,  which  was  a 
relief  to  him,  and  made  his  travelling  safer  as  he  suffered  somewhat  from  deaf¬ 
ness  in  his  later  years* 

Father  was  a  vyell-read  man  and  cultured  gentleman,  one  who  appreciated 
and  rejoiced  to  dispense  old  time  Southern  oourtesy*  He  was .also  a  man  of  clear 
oonviotions  who  believed  in  standing  by  them  and  for  them*  He  was  fond  of  quoting 
these  words  of  the  great  Amerioan  orator  and  statesman,  Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
who  in  one  of  the  stormy  periods  of  his  notable  oareer  returned  to  his  State  to 
defend  himself  against  his  fierce  and  irritating  enemies*  "Fellow  citizens,  I 
have  oome  to  meet  face-to-faoe  ray  enemies*  Among  them  are  fierce  blood  hounds 
aiming  at  my  throat,  and  sniping  fioes  barking  at  my  heels,  I  am  here  to  defy  the 
one  and  scorn  the  other;  and  continue  to  do  my  duty  to  my  oountry  as  I  see  it"# 
That  expressed  my  father's  ideal  of  a  true  and  brave  man  and  patriot. 

He  was  a  well-versed  and  thoroughly  oonvinoed  Episcopalian,  although 
not  bigoted  or  prejudiced  against  others,  always  granting  eaoh  the  right  to  thirk 
his  own  thoughts  euid  follow  his  own  ways*  He  was  Senior  Warden  of  St,  Jude's 
Church,  Walterboro,  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  for  as  many  years  before  that  es 
I  oan  remember.  For  a  long  time  he  also  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  parish*  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  by  far  the  largest  clientele  of  any  physioian  in  his 
town  and  surrounding  oountry,  yet  I  oannot  remember  his  ever  being  absent  from  a 
Sunday  morning  11  o'olook  servioe  in  the  Church  exoept  in  a  serious  emergency 
affeoting  one  of  his  patients.  I  have  seen  him  ocme  in  late  and  seen  him  called 
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out  of  the  Church  in  servioe  time  for  emergencies,  but  rare  indeed  was  the  occas¬ 
ion  of  his  missing  an  entire  Sunday  morning  servioe,  The  secret  of  this  was  that 
he  planned  his  day  ahead*  I  think  that  physicians  today  could  do  as  well  with 
equal  foresight,  planning,  and  disposition* 

He  took  a  personal  interest  in  his  patients,  and  tried  to  be  a  friend  to 
them.  He  did  muoh  charity  service,  some  years  not  even  putting  on  his  aooount 
books  a  fourth  of  the  service  he  rendered*  He  lost  his  life  as  the  result  of  de¬ 
votion  to  one  such.  The  patient  was  a  woman  (a  niece  and  a  free  patient)  who 
was  having  her  first  child  and  she  was  suffering  greatly  and  in  a  very  dangerous 
condition.  Her  husband  oame  to  see  my  father,  who  was  ill  in  bed  with  influenza, 
and  begged,  with  tears  running  down  his  cheeks,  that  he  would  just  come  to  his 
wife  and  do  nothing  except  be  present,  saying  that  that  would  give  her  such  faith 
and  courage  that  she  might  be  able  to  "pull  through"*  Although  it  was  a  oold 
winter  night  father  yielded  to  the  plea,  went  and  stayed  with  the  woman  until  the 
child  was  safely  delivered  and' she  was  out  of  danger.  He  then  returned  to  his 
home  and  bed,  and  never  left  it  again  until  we  took  his  body  out  six  days  later  to 
place  it  in  his  coffin.  His  going  out  in  the  oold  night  had  caused  a  relapse  of 
his  own  disease,  and  his  death.  "Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  he  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  friends". 

After  his  death,  the  Board  of  Health  of  Walterboro  passed  the  following 
resolutions • 

Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health  of  Walterboro,  S*C*,  in  re¬ 
spect  to  the  memory  of  their  Health  Offioer,  Dr.  Charles  Wits  ell* 

Whereas  by  the  decree  of  aiuall-wise  Providence,  our  friend  and  Health 
Offioer,  Dr.  Charles  Witsell  has  been  removed  from  our  midst.  Resolved  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  Walterboro,  S*C* 

1*  That  although  strioken  by  this  heavy  blow,  we  bow  with  submission  to 
this  edict  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  "who  doeth  all  things  well." 

2*  That  in  the  death  of  our  friend,  this  Board  has  lost  a  member  of  rare 
dignity  and  purity  of  character,  and  who  was  always  prompt,  faithful 
and  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty, 

3*  That  we,  as  a  Board,  bear  witness  to  his  high  capabilities  as  a  phy- 
sioian,  his  ready  advioe  always  furnished  us,  and  his  unswerving 
fi4elity  in  behalf  of  all  the  interests  of  this  townj  and  we  feel 
indeed  that  his  place  will  be  hard  to  fill* 

4.  That  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  family  our  heartfelt  sympathies  in 
this  their  overwhelming  affliction  -  the  loss  of  this  godly  man  and 
great  physioian* 

5.  That  those  resolutions  be  suitably  engrossed  on  our  minute-book,  in 
memory,  of  our  deoeased  friendj  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent 
to  his  afflicted  household,  and  published  in  the  County  papers* 

C,  G,  Henderson  C.  A.  Savage 

Secretary  Chairman  pro-tern 

Walterboro,  S.  C* 

April  26th,  1896 

We  also  insert  here  the  address  made  by  Col.  C.  G.  Henderson,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  oitizens  of  the  town  and  the  Mast or  of  Equity  in  Colleton 
County, 
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Mr,  Chairman* 

The  occasion  of  our  assembling  is  no  ordinary  one.  Our  friend  and  Health 
Of floor,  Dr,  Charles  Witsell,  has  been  called  from  his  "home  below  to  his  home 
above'* ,  after  an  illness  of  only  one  week. 

Having  graduated  at  medicine  just  before  the  late  V/ar  Between  the  States, 
that  interracial  strife  found  him  on  the  field  of  battle,  where  his  ability  as  a 
physician  soon  procured  for  him  the  rank  of  a  full  Surgeon;  and  the  reputation, 
acquired  by  him  as  such,  in  the  hospitals  around  Richmond,  followed  him,  when  he 
returned  home,  to  do  battle  in  the  more  peaceful  walks  of  life. 

As  a  family-physician,  many  of  us  here  can  testify  to  the  great  confidence 
imposed  in  his  skill  and  ability.  That  when  he  crossed  our  threshold  diseases 
apparently  vanished,  his  very  step,  voice  and  touch  being  helpful;  and  then  too 
the  assurance  that  the  secrets  of  that  family  were  as  dear  to  him  as  his  God. 

As  our  Health  Officer,  the  resolutions  I  hold  in  ray  hand  will  give  express¬ 
ion,  at  their  reading. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  "sans  peur  et  sans  reproohe" ,  Ever  alive  and  active 
to  his  duties,  as they  appeared  to  him,  prudent,  cautious  and  helpful  in  advioe, 
and  intensely  patriotic. 

Ad  a  churchman  he  had  "made  his  peace  with  his  God”,  and  no  wonder  that 
the  ohurch  of  his  communion  honored  themselves  by  bestowing  upon  him  the  highest 
offices  within  their  gift  -  filling  at  the  time  of  his  death  then  the  positions 
of  Senior  Warden  and  Chairman  of  the  Vestry. 

And  should  I  be  permitted  to  intrude  my  private  friendship  upon  this  scene 
I  would  say.  He  wasnot  only  my  family  physioian,  but  my  valued,  trusted  and 
confidential  friend.  For  there  lived  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  amongst  my  acquaintance 
one,  for  whom  I  had  a  higher  regard,  a  greater  respect,  a  greater  approbation, 
and  a  greater  admiration.  The  rising  generation  will  miss  him;  for  his  life  was 
a  living  example  of  what  intelligence  and  character  can  accomplish. 

I 

But  it  was  at  his  hearthstone  that  his  virtues  shone  most  resplendent. 

When,  (the  labors  of  the  day  being  done)  he  drank  in,  from  the  union  and  comm¬ 
union  of  those  nearest  to  him,  his  chief  delights.  No  wonder  then,  that  their 
love  for  him  ammounted  almost  to  adoration.  And  now,  alaokj  Mr,  Chairman,  our 
friend  has  gone!  but  has  lift  to  his  family,  and  to  his  friends,  the  enduring 
heritage  of  a  good  name. 

He  "has  crossed  over  the  river,  and  rests  beneath  the  shade  of  thetrees"! 

The  living,  moving  man,  the  mere  body,  the  frail  tenement  of  clay  -  consigned  by 
us  to  yonder  cemetery  -  may  and  will  soon,  perhaps,  be  forgotten  by  us,  amid  the 
bustle  and  activity  of  this  restless  and  busy  world;  but,  his  mind,  his  spirit  - 
his  nobler  part  -  the  recollection  of  the  many  virtues  which  Charles  Witsell 
possessed  -  will  never  die. 

"Like  a  vase  in  which  roses 
^ve  once  been  distilled. 

You  may  break,  you  may  shatter,  the  vase  if  you  will. 
The  scent  of  the  roses  will  hang  around  it  still." 
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Soane  Personal  Recollect  ions  of  My  Mother 

Of  my  Mother  I  have  very  vivid  and  fend  reoolleotions ,  as  I  v/as  nearly  20 
years  old  when  she  diedw  She  was  a  woman  of  large  stature  and  handsome  appearance, 
possessing  black:  haii\-  rose  completion  and  bright:,  soft  blue  eyes t  She  was  full 
of  energy  and  well  occupied  with  the  oare  and  rearing  of  her  children,  eight  of 
whom  grew  to  be  men  and  women  and  survived  her  when  she  died  October  16,  1894, 

Her  days  were  all  well  spent,  and  I  remember  hearing  her  say,  more  than  once,  that 
"Anyone  who  does  nov;  seo  the  3un  rise  missesthe  best  part  of  the  day"  •  I  have  al¬ 
ways  teen  early  r_ser  myself,  end  I  remember  seeing  her  at  work  with  her  flowers 
many  times  at  6  A* Mo  in  the  spring  and  summer,.- 

One  of  the  most  distinct  and  impressive  memories  I  have  of  my  Mother  is 
the  vision  of  her  leading  us  ohilaren  in  family  prayer  before  breakfast  every  mornr¬ 
ing,  As  I  stated  in  the  sketch  of  my  Father,  he  usually  was  late  in  retiring  as 
he  did  most  of  his  reading  and  sbudying  at  night  and  so  did  not  arise  early  in  the 
morning  or  before  the  family  breakfast,  Henoe  the  leadership  in  daily  family  wor¬ 
ship  fell  to  Mother,  What  a  lcvely,  clear  and  soft  voice  she  hadl  how  reverently 
she  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  prayers i  And  what  an  impression  her  reading  of 
them  left  upon  the  souls  of  her  ohildrenl 

She  v/as  deeply  interested  in  the  Church  and  sinoerely  hoped  for  my  taking 
up  the  ministry,  although  she  did  not  over-do  the  matter  in  talking  to  me  about  it, 

Iii  fact;  when  the  time  came  for  me  to  oonsider  the  matter  seriously,  I  did  not  .  Ur:/ 
wllow.  anyone,  not  even  my  Mother,,  to  talk  to  me  about  it,  as  I  had  a  deep  feeling 
that  no  one  should  take  up  that  sacred  work  except  he  felt  inwardly  oalled  of  God, 
and  not  overly  persuaded  by  any  human  being,  or  moved  by  any  oons iderations  exoept 
those  of  serving  God  and  helping  man*  However,  after  I  finally  decided  that  my 
oall  to  the  ministry  was  a  valid  one  and  could  not  be  resisted  without  disobeying 
the  "Heavenly  Vision"  and  voice,  it  was  to  he:*  that  I  first  made  known  the  decision, 
how  well  do  I  remember,  to  this  day,  seeing  the  tears  of  joy  flow  dowi  her  dear 
cheeks  as  she  throw  her  arms  around  my  neck  and  kissed  me-*  It  has  always  been  a 
deep  regret  to  me  that  neither  my  Mother  nor  Fa  c  her  lived  to  see  me  ordained. 

My  Mother  was  married  twice,  first  to  Mr,  James  Creighton,  by  whom  she  had 
a  daughter,  Martha  Ann,  toward  whom  all  the  Witsell  ohildren  felt  as  a  dear  sister. 

We  would  never  have  known  any  differenoe  had  we  not  been  told0  After  Mr.  Creighton's 
death  in  the  1861-65  war.  Mother  and  Father  were  married,  January  15,  1867,  She 
was  his  only  sweetheart,  he  having  been  in  love  with  her  as  a  young  maiden.  A 
short  while  after  her  death,  he  said  to  me i  "I  feel  lost  and  lonely  without  her. 

It  seem3  to  me  that  a  part  of  myself  has  gone  out  of  this  world,  I  also  feel  that 
there  is  an  unseen  loroe  drawing  me  henoe  and  that  I  shall  not  tarry  here  much 
longer".  That  was  but  three  months  before  his  death,  al thought  he  was  in  perfect 
health  at  the  time  he  made  that  statements  Their  marriage  was  aperfeot  marriage 
because  it  was  a  union  of  heart  with  heart  and  spirit  with  spirit# 

At  the  time  of  her  death  the  Episcopal  Church  was  undergoing  repairs  and 
the  Presbyterians  graciously  offered  the  use  of  their  church  for  the  funeral,  which 
offer  was  gratefully  accepted,  and  the  full  Episcopal  Prayer  Book  Service  was  read 
by  the  fully-robed  reotor  of  St,  Jude's  Church,  who  had  been  her  friend  and  pastor 
for  about  40  yeas.  Contrary  to  the  usage  in  the  Episoopal  Chufoh,  he  paid  her  and 
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memory  a  beautiful  tribute  during  the  servioe*  The  family  appreciated  his  estimate 
of  her  and  his  spirt  in  expressing  it,  but  would  have  muoh  preferred  his  uttering 
his  sentiments  in  private  or  at  some  other  service* 

There  was  never,  nor  oould  there  be,  a  finer,  nobler  Mother  than  Eliza 
Emmeline  Uitsell*  Like  her  in  this  is  the  mother  of  my  own  ohildren,  Addie  May 
TJitsell,  who  has  always  possessed  an  instinctive  genius  for  motherhood* 

"They  say  that  man  is  mighty. 

He  governs  land  and  sea, 

He  wields  a  mighty  scepter 

O'er  lesser  powers  that  bej 

But  a  mightier  pwer  and  stronger, 

Man  from  his  throne  has  hurled, 

^'or  the  ha  d  that  rooks  the  oradle 
Is  the  hand  that  rules  the  world*" 
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CHAPTER  XV 

Children  and  Grandohildren  of  Father  and  Mother 

The  ohildren  of  Elita  Emmeline  and  Dr,  Charles  Witsell  were*  Thoraasine 
Lawrenoe,  born  Wal terboro,  S#C.,  October  23,  1867#  She  was  unmarried# 

Charles  Witsell,  Jr#,  born  Yfalterboro,  February  4,  1869#  Died  in  Y/alter- 
boro  March  1905#  In  St#  Paul'3  Episcopal  Church,  Augusta,  Ga#,  April  11,  1893, 
he  married  Emmeline  Constance  Jones,  daughter  of  Yfilliam  Cowling  Jones  and  Ella 
Duncan  Jones,  his  wife# 

Their  children# 

Yfilliam  Jones  Witsell,  bprn  May  12,  1894,  married  Margaret  Dougherty, 
daughter  of  Michael  Ed#  and  Margaret  Regan  Dougherty  in  Philadelphia,  Pa#,  June 
25,  1921# 

Charles  Hagood  Vfitsell,  born  May  12,  1894#  Died  September  19,  1895# 

Postell  Fishburne  Witsell,  born  November  27,  1895,  in  Augusta,  Ga#,  married 
Leila  Riohards  MoMillan,  born  July  16,  1894,  daughter  of  Henry  Blair  McMillan  and 
Clara  Riohards  MoMillan,  his  wife,  January  12,  1921,  in  Mobile,  Ala# 

Emmie  Constance  Witsell,  born  Vtfalterboro,  S#C#,  November  29,  1897;  died 
December  19,  1899# 

Charles  Allister  Vfitsell,  born  in  Walterboro,  S#C#,  December  25,  1900, 
married  Pauline  Williams,  daughter  of  Eugene  Vfilliams  and  his  wife  Alioe  FoIdor>, 
in  Yialterboro,  S#C#,  on  June  5,  1923#  She  was  born  in  IValterbar  o,  October  26,1900. 

T  horaasine  Lawrenoe  Witsell  was  born  in  Walterboro,  S#C#,  December  25,  1900. 
She  married  Paul  Luther  Lucas,  son  of  John  F#  Lucas  and  Josephine  Lucas,  his  wife, 
June  2,  1920,  in  Walterboro,  S#C# 

Ella  Duncan  Witsell,  born  May  19,  1902,  in  Walterboro;  died  August  27,  1907. 


Benjamin  Fishburne  Witsell,  born  in  Walterboro,  S#C«,  August  27,  1870;  died 
in  Memphis,  Term# ,  August  12,  1928#  He  married  in  Chester,  S.C.,  June  20,  1906, 
Rachel  Hemphill  Brawley,  daughter  of  James  Mo^inght  Brawley  and  Mary  Harris  Brawley 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Chester,  S.  C.,  February  12,  1885.  Having  no  ohildren 
of  their  own  flesh  and'blood,  they  adopted  two  brothers  whom  they  named  William 
Brawley  Witsell,  born  Septeember  11,  1915,  and  Roland  Fishburne  Witsell,  born 
Ootober  24,  1918.  Vfilliam  B#  Witsell  married  Ethel  Lucille  Bond,  December  20, 

1938,  daughter  of  Reginald  Roy  and  Laura  Nelson  Bond,  his  wife# 

Roland  Fishburne  Witsell  married  April  24,  1945,  in  Memphis  Tenn# ,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Briggs  Tucker. 

Rachel  Brawley  Witsell,  widow  of  B.  F,  Yfitsell,  died  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
in  1946# 


Caroline  Hagood  Wits ell*,  bom  in  V/alterboro,  S#C#,  April  29  ,  1872#  Married 
in  St.  Jude’ 8  Church,  Walterboro,  S#C«,  November  4,  1897,  James  Eldred  Peurifoy 
born  May  9,  1872,  and  son  of  Daniel  Byrd  Peurifoy  and  Nancy  'Wills  Peurifoy, 
his  wife# 


M  ©3-84 

n  ’  o 


4  i ‘us  1  cA&jc'i  'i o  ft»*i^.Cic  r.©  ;i©*xJE>ilriO 


'K  9  '  «tl©W  XI©'53-i»  fi«  .[%*&  #m  feOL©  l>  Jtl  a  4  i  :  ;  crfbi  tb 


.  . 


t\J  I  '^w‘  a-' •  b  i-n-em  <>20/  rd  ,XX  as.  »  a©  :>G  *  XIXIW 


.see:  «<  r  &  *  e  *81  :j  v.  wro  ii©  :xw  t  © 


y  ■  e-  O  ,WI  , ?) I  Xfi  >d  I4Mi  a  rM*doi.'{  ©UeJ 

•i  «•’  ;  ••■  ■  *  *  8ui  ,  i.T:  •:  ?  r,i 

■*8*--  &MIIUW  pntStraQ 

>t'  *'lMc  5  *  *'  *  •  f  *  «•"-  -  •  -  ,0  *■  *>  <*Q»c  „<•*  *©#1*7  Ai 

'  4i  rr.  jc  l.  f  ©<  .i 

*'0*-  *?  ;  A  to*  ^  .soex  tQ£  Xs&  and  tUt,0j'  n,^jjc 

'  ""1u  ¥  f  *ei  8;  '8!  *s  . /S.,,,  ai 


f  1  *»  ■!tJ  ■■3"1  ■  *  d  '  ■=>.  .ii  •/  i»*ij 

.irf  Ha  r  .  ak.  ^  V 


«..s  ..1  .•*  Hi  b.  L  f  «’I  .;  la  ,0b  W  v  ‘t* %  xtlM  ;’'  "•** 

INI  «i 


^  .‘A*  !’  •’  ^ 


_ 


_ 


Page  15 


Their  Children* 

James  Eldred  Peurifoy,  Jr#,  born  August  17,  1898,  in  Walterboro;  died 
December  27,  1899,  in  Walterboro# 

Emmeline  Witsell  Peurifoy,  born  in  Walterboro,  December  4,  1900;  died  in 
Washington,  D#  C#,  July  23,  1937#  Was  married  twice# 

Charles  Byrd  Peurifoy,  born  in  Walterboro  May  10,  1904;  died  in  Walterboro 
December  16,  1931# 


1SS8001 

William  Postell  Witsell,  born  in  Y/alterboro,  S#C#,  December  6,  1874# 

Married  in  Trinity  Episcopal  Churah,  Winchester,  Term#,  Deoember  27,  1899,  Addie 
May  Cherry,  born  May  2,  1875,  daughter  of  Cutler  Cherry  and  Cornelia  Battle  Short 
Cherry,  his  wife;  Rev#  H.  E.  Spears  officiating# 

Before  passing  on  to  write  of  our  children,  I  wish  to  say  something  here  of 
their  wonderful  Mother,  and  lier  anoestry  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  trace  it# 

Her  father,  Cutler  Cherry,  when  about  12  years  of  age  came  to  this  country 
I  from  England  with  his  father,  Frederick  Cherry  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  part  of 
\  which  settled  in  Tennessee  b who  did  so#  The  family  Bible 
\  s hows  j^frat  he  was  born  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Short, 

j  s  on~  ofUTTlTem^  Kor£7~son  Vf^aVXdA  S  h  or  t  aJnahis  wire  sal  lie  Bradford  Short,  T/h  o 
j after  his  death  married  Samuel  Westray,  Sr#  One  of  their  daughters,  Sallie 
Harriet,  became  the  wife  of  James  S#  Battle#  So  the  Westrays,  the  Battles  and 
the  Shorts  were  all  tied  up  together  and  made  a  notable  family#  Dr#  Joseph 
Fort  Newton,  a  distinguished  Episoopal  clergyman,  in  his  autobiography  states 
that  his  mother  belonged  to  the  Battle  family,  originally  English  people#  Longing 
for  greater  freedom  and  more  land  than  they  could  possess  in  the  old  oountry,  they 
deoiled  to  emigrate  to  America,  and  that  the  bulk  of  the  family  moved  to  Virginia# 
"From  Virginia  they  went  in  large  numbers  to  North  Carolina,  and  had  a  notable 
part  in  shaping  that  oom  ionwealth#  Many  of  them  still  live  in  the  land  of  the 
tar-heel#  Almost  from  the  first  the  name  of  Battle  has  been  associated  with  the 
State  University  at  Chapel  Hill,  as  well  as  with  all  the  enterprises  having  to  do 
with  the  oultural  and  spiritual  life  of  the  State"#  Our  daughter,  Cornelia  Battle 
Witsell  Terry,  was  named  for  my  wife* 6  mother,  Cornelia  Battle  Short  Cherry,  and 
has  sustained  the  Battle  reputation  for  brightness,  ability,  high-mindedness  and 
public  spirit# 

Dr,  'William  P#  DuBose,  America's  most  outstanding  theologian  and  orB-time 
Dean  of  the  Seminary  at  Sewanee,  Tenn.,  baptized  my  wife  and  was  a  warm  friend  of 
the  family,  said  to  me  when  I  informed  him  of  my  engagement  to  her*  "Witsell,  I 
heartily  congratulate  you#  Addie  is  as  truly  called  to  be  a  minister's  wife  as 
you  are  to  be  a  minister"# 

The  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Columbia,  S#  C#,  inoluded 
the  following  paragraph  in  their  resolutions  relative  to  our  leaving  that  parish* 
"Resolved,  That  we  shall  always  remember  him  lovingly  in  our  heart  of  hearts,  and 
wish  and  pray  for  him  and  his  loved  ones  all  that  is  good  fer  him  and  them# 

Upon  his  devoted  wife,  who  helped  him  and  helped  the  congregation  earnestly  in 

all  things,  we  ask  the  highest  blessings  that  can  pome  to  anyone#  And  may  God 

guide,  direct  and  keep  berth  oi*  them  always"# 
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And  the  Vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Little  Rook,  inserted  this  sentiment  in 
the  program  folder  f oir  my  final  servioe  as  Reotor  of  that  Churohi  "So  today,  in 
through  this  servioe,  we  are  happy  to  do  honor  to  him  and  his  highly  esteemed 
wife  who  has  made  very  effectual  contributions  to  the  life  of  1116  parish^# 

So  d  could  go  on  and  on  writing  the  praises  of  this  good  woman,  remarkable 
mother,  faithful  wife,  and  beloved  grandmother,  but  I  must  pass  now  to 

Our  Children 

(Children  of  Wm#  Postell  &  Addle  May  Cherry  Witsell) 

Addie  Cherry,  born  in  Good  Shepherd  Rectory,  Columbia,  S#  C.,  May  16,  1901, 
unmarried,  and  so  we  are  privileged  to  have  her  with  us  in  our  home  and  re¬ 
joice  thereof# 

William  Postell,  Jr#,  born  June  19,  1903,  in  Columbia,  S#  C#  Married  in 
the  home  of  the  bride’s  parents,  February  1,  1932,  Virginia  Louise  Leigh',  born  in 
Little  Rook,  October  8,  1909,  daughter  of  James  Gilbert  Leigh  and  Effie  O’Bryan 
Leigh,  his  wife# 

Their  children!  Edward  Leigh  Witsell,  born  in  Buffalo,  N#  Y#,  October  24, 
1934,  baptized  in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  Deoember  27,  1936#  Gilbert  Pos¬ 
tell  Witsell,  born  in  Buffalo-  N#  Y#,  June  17,  1937,  baptized  by  his  Grandfather 
Witsell  in  St.  Paul1 6  Cathedral,  Buffalo,  New  York,  July  31,  1937# 

Benjamin  Fishburne,  born  in  Good  Shepherd  Rectory,  Columbia,  S#  C#,  July 
19,  1907#  Married  in  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  hot  Springs,  Ark,  April  25,  1936, 
Elizabeth  Whitney  Curl,  born  September  28,  1906,  daughter  of  Whitney  Curl  and 
Elizabeth  Curl,  his  wifo#  They  were  married  by  his  father# 

No  ohildren  issued  frcm  this  union,  and  Elizabeth  (Bess)  died  November  7, 

1941. 

In  Christ  Church,  Little  Rook,  Arkansas,  on  March  14,  1944,  Benjamin 
married  Ruth  Lynn  Sheffler  of  Washington  D#  C#,  and  Patterson’s  Creek,  West  Va#, 
daughter  of  Quinn  Rea  Sheffler  and  Lillian  Long  Sheffler,  his  wife#  Ruth  Lynn 
was  born  in  Patterson’s  Creek,  West  Va#,  November  15,  1923# 

Their  children!  Patricia  Lynn,  born  in  Wiohita  Falls,  Texas,  February  6, 
1946#  Baptized  in  Chr-ist  Church,  Little  Rook,  by  Grandfather  Witsell  April  20, 
1946#  Jaoqupline,  bora  in  Nagoya,  Japan,  I&y  29,  1949#  Baptized  by  Amerioan 
Army  Chaplain  in  the  Army  of  Occupation  of  Japan,  in  the  Army  Chapel,  Barbara 
born  on  July  11,  1953,  Overland  Park,  Kansas#  Baptized,  by  grandfather,  in  Christ 
Church,  Little  Rook,  Deoember  25,  1953# 

Cornelia  Battle  Witsell,  born  in  St#  Paul’s  Reotory,  Meridian,  Miss#, 
Ootober  9,  1909#  Married  in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rook,  June  30,  1930,  Frederick 
William  Terry,  born  Little  Rook,  November  30,  1905,  son  of  Henry  T#  Terry  and  Ann 
H#  Terry,  his  wife. 

The  ohildren  of  Cornelia  and  Fred  Terry* 

Frederick  William  Terry,  Jr#  (Bill)  born  in  Little  Rook,  Ark#,  July  3, 

1931#  Ann  Witsell  Terry,  bora  in  Little  Rook,  September  12,  1937# 


ui  tr*oti*rf©e  nlri  b©t  ie  irX  ,2foofl  ©it  till  t6owdQ  t .  '  \dO  'Xo  X^ 3e  v’  -f*  4 

4.  **  1  ii  lo  tot©©;-!  0  .  -  •  iu+  C/  si  v  \  n  &?••!  '<«  Xc  ,  jim.joiq  W-- 


,<  ,.  :av  jx>  0  isi#  'to  as c  st.i  ©d*  3  ao  j  5  o*  bli/o©  |r  of 

0  *.  >?■  t  size  l  M  t'it»dJOj) r  j?  /o I©cf;  toi)  ©liw  Xul  "ifl  «y«i  tom 


(XX« *siti1ir  v,norfC  \jatt  olbtJi  &  LMzo  9w<  *io  noiblidO) 


a  r  f'jlw  ‘iort  svart  ot  X’  j  '  ©Xiviiq 


*0  #3  .  *  . .  jtfXoO  i  i  tn:  21  ,?I  ©r  •»  r  i\>  XX©  .oS  CiV«' 

%*S  1!  Xc  oO  «*Y  «H  %oI4VUrft  r.i  ov  *  II©*wi^  vji.U  biAvWi 

•  •5  X  *V<  'lecff.o  .*<2  ,:h©o.x  ti  J  _fo~£'d$  \  -  X  be  tvi<f  :-f9I 

' 

©oliw  a.  ii  %lru3$  lU&Jaslt a 

4\  itdt.™  -  y&  t:  b  ( >.  iid-*;  j  XIS  Si  -  %£toh$lt  a  /it  ii  be.'./ a  at  a  .  *ib  Uric.  ©•• 

/  flo  ,«aejaja  %h  c  i-o#  ©Xti'i  i  t  &n/ri0  ta.c*ulO  rtl 

. 

v:-i  •■»'/!  ,  .  ;•  *.  -;j  a  ao  ;•  tz/ ■  i*i  at©  •'  ,. 

I  *  ••{‘X*  r.i,y  *  a. ..  ©T  %8  :  -  rJ  loxV»  |.X  J  C.I  cj.-'  I  -.*  -A:>:  .ito  ii  .  . 

.b*6X 

•  X  ‘3  v y  •;*.!.  B<  >  %-■  oii  !J0oO  Yo  ywin.  ©fit  al  a  »(  ir  ym/. 

•  OX  *33  tecta©©©^  ©IeJjM  ,i,.>wriO 

*•»  i  ,a.  lb  x'to  >  •-i  -  :Mj  ■■'  *t3  ci  Hi  J  *X  CeatlW  el*£»8  ju  a-.  O 

*0  .  0  <y  »Xe  t,  ,;fo'ioiiO  .l-sliiffi  :i  boliiM  ,r.-  i  ,  1  *tfo*oO 


i^vieT  fc©r?  bn-i  AXX©a*ioO  lo  t-TJoflrfo  i-  r 


Cutler  Cherry  Vitsell,  born  in  St.  Paulis  Rectory,  Waco,  Texas,  M$r  30, 
1912.  Married  in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  September  lLi,  1935,  Sara  Elizabeth 
Smith,  daughter  of  William  Bailey  Smith  and  Alice  Wilson  Smith,  his  wife,  and  she 
was  born  November  2b,  1916. 

Their  children:  Cutler  Cherry  itsell,  Jr, ,  born  in  Little  Rock,  March  30, 
1936.  Alice  Louise  Witsell,  born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark*,  Dec.  12,  19b0. 

Charlesy\ttsell,  born  in  St.  Paul's  Rectory,  Waco,  Texas,  May  30,  1912$ 
married  in  St,' John1 s  Episcopal  Church,  Helena,  Ark,,  October  15,  1938,  Elizabeth 
Anne  Wilson,  daughter  of  Hartwell  Thomas  vrilson  and  Alexandra  Carvill  Wilson,  his 
wife,  born  August  6,  1916. 

One  child  -  Charles,  Jr.,  born  in  Little  Rock,  June  10,  19bb* 

Maude  Estelle  Wit  sell,  born  in  St.  Paul's  Rectory,  1  aco,  Texas,  March  25, 
1915.  Married  in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  July  12,  19bl,  Allen  Newton  Jones, 
Jr.,  born  June  2b,  191b,  son  of.  Allen  Newton  Jones  andOlive  Voss  Jones,  his  wife. 

Their  children: 

Allen  Newton  Jones  III,  born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark,,  July  15,  19b2,  Baptized 
in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  Septenber  23,  19b2.  Stephen  Witsell  Jones,  born 
in  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  August  12,  19b7.  Baptized  by  Grandfather  'itsell 
in  St.  Andrew's  Cathedral,  Honolulu,  Mark  Cutler  Jones,  born  February  2,  1951* 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  Baotized  by  Grandfather  in  Christ  Church,  Little  Rock,  on 
May  26,  1951. 


William  Allister  y^ibsell,  born  in  Y.r alterboro,  S6C<,,  December  8,  1875* 

Died  July  16,  1876C  (Spelling  of  the  name  Allister  is  written  vrith  2  "l'sn  in 
the  Family  Bible  in  the  hand  TTiting  of  both  Father  and  Mother,  W,P,w#) 

William  Allister Wbtsell,  born  in  Walterboro,  S.C.,  May  25,  1878,  Married 
in  the  Church  of  the  Gooa  Shepherd,  Columbia,  S0C,,  on  December  20,  1905,  Lila 
Davis  Tew,  born  September  13,  1882,  daughter  of  Charles  Matthew  Tew  and  Julia 
Christiana  Davis  Tew,  his  wifee 

Their  children: 

Lila  Tew  vritsell,  born  in  Paragould,  Ark,,  October  2,  1906,  who  married 
first,  Thomas  Nixon  Charles  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee  (killed  in  World  War  II), 
married  second,  Vernon  York, 

Elizabeth  Treadwell  ItfLtsell,  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn,,  November  5>  1913* 
who  married  Robert  Gordon  Jutzell  of  Baltimore,  Maryland., 

James  Hagood  ^[itsell,  born  in  vr alterboro,  S.C0,  November  1,  1879.  Died 
in  alterboro  Julyl,  1881. 

John  Mitchell  1  itsell,  born  inil/alterboro,  November  15,  1882.  Married  in 
St.  David's  Episcopal  Church,  Cheraw,  o,  C,,  July  3,  1906,  Edith  Duvall,  born 
November  5,  1882.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  Powe  Duvall  and  Sarah  iv  add  ill 
Duvall,  his  wife,  John  (^itchellVY itsell  died  in '  alterboro,  S,  C.,  July  19,  1953. 

There  was  one  child  born  to  this  couple  -  John  Mitchell  ritsell,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  June  13,  1907,  and  died  at  college,  February  21,  1926, 


Martha  Ann  Creighton.  As  indicated  above,  there  was  a  half  sister  in  our 
family,  Martha  Ann  Creighton,  the  daughter  of  our  Mother  through  her  first  marr¬ 
iage,  whom  all  of  us  loved  very  dearly  and  v,hose  memory  we  cherish.  She  was  born 
in ^alterboro  January  2,  1363,  and  died  in  Atlanta,  Ga, ,  October  16,  1929.  She 
married  Richard  Lord  Fhite  of  Charleston,  S0  C0,  born  December  5>  1852,  died 
March  7,  1909.  They  had  one  child,  Martha  Creighton  White,  born  in  Charlesto/*^.^* 
S.  Cc,  April  9,  1897,  v/ho  married  Basil  Eugene  Phillips,  born  August  29,  1886/' 
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